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September 25, 2008 
 
 
 
Rita Cheng 
Provost, UW-Milwaukee 
215 Chapman Hall 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
P.O. Box 413, 2200 E. Kenwood Blvd. 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-0413 
 
Via e-mail 
 
Dear Provost Cheng,  
 
I am pleased to formally notify you that the UW-Madison faculty have endorsed the 
collaborative program between the PhD in Art History at UW-Madison and the PhD in 
Architecture at UW-Milwaukee.  This curricular structure has been formally approved by the 
program faculty and the required governance groups: the College of Letters and Science 
academic planning council, the Graduate Faculty Executive Committee, and the University 
Academic Planning Council.  Students at UW-Madison will signal their participation in this 
program by being enrolled in the PhD Art History option Architectural History.  Dean Gary 
Sandefur and I share the enthusiasm of our faculty for this program.   
 
To the best of our knowledge, this Art History/Architecture collaboration represents the first 
formal collaboration between two academic programs at our institutions.  Perhaps it will be a 
model for more faculty-motivated partnerships.  Many faculty and staff at both institutions were 
involved in meeting a range of academic and administrative challenges throughout the planning 
process, and I applaud their creativity and persistence in finding a way to implement this 
program.   
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Patrick Farrell 
Provost  
 
 

Office of the Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
150 Bascom Hall   University of Wisconsin-Madison   500 Lincoln Drive   Madison, WI   53706 

608.262.1304     FAX:  608.265.3324 
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Copies:  Gary Sandefur, Dean, College of Letters and Science 

 Gail Geiger, Art History 
 Anna Andrzejewski, Art History 
 Elaine Klein, Letters and Science 
 Jocelyn Milner, Academic Planning and Analysis 

Dev Venugopalan, Associate Vice Chancellor, UWM 
  Robert Greenstreet, Dean of Architecture, UWM 
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Madison, Milwaukee UW collaboration offers variety, model for 
future 

Sept. 24, 2008 
by Kiera Wiatrak  

A new doctoral initiative that explores buildings, landscapes and cultures may make the 
distance between Madison and Milwaukee just a little bit smaller, at least figuratively 
speaking. 

This collaboration between the Ph.D.-level art history program at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and the School of Architecture at UW-Milwaukee will allow students 
from each concentration to take classes at the other university. 

Students have the option of either commuting one or more times a week, or residing in the 
other university for a semester. A summer field school, taught jointly by faculty from both 
campuses, will also be required for participants. This component will get students out of 
the classroom and onto sites where they can research historical buildings around 
Wisconsin. 

While Madison does not have a school of architecture, Milwaukee does not have a Ph.D. 
program in art history. The collaboration will offer students exposure to both disciplines to 
provide a more comprehensive study of the physical, cultural and social aspects of the built 
environment. 

"The two groups of faculty represent a critical mass of expertise that will be great for 
students and will allow all of these faculty to advance their scholarship more effectively," 
says UW-Madison Provost Patrick Farrell. 

Talk of the collaboration began between faculty on both campuses at an academic 
conference in New York in 2006 and continued in March 2007. 

"This was initiated as a faculty effort, it was faculty from two institutions actually talking 
about possibilities," says Anna Andrzejewski, UW-Madison assistant professor of art history 
and co-director of the "Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures" initiative. 

Although there were several administrative hurdles to figure out in terms of enrollment and 
other logistics, administration and faculty alike were both enthusiastic about the effort and 
therefore worked quickly to put it into gear. 

Page 1 of 2Madison, Milwaukee UW collaboration offers variety, model for future (Sept. 24, 2008)

9/25/2008http://www.news.wisc.edu/15662
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"We had the benefit of everyone saying, 'You know, this is a really good idea,' and we were 
all very impressed and pleased that by just creating this partnership with Milwaukee, these 
two institutions have something that exists nowhere else in the country," says Elaine Klein, 
UW-Madison assistant dean in the College of Letters and Science. 

The collaboration is operating under the infrastructure of the Committee on Institutional 
Cooperation (CIC) Traveling Scholars program, which allows students to take classes in 
different doctoral programs but still earn the degree from the university in which they are 
enrolled. 

"This doesn't reduce the purpose of the university or their own degree, it just shares 
resources. That's the way to go in the future," says Arijit Sen, UW-Milwaukee assistant 
professor in the Department of Architecture and co-director of Buildings-Landscapes-
Cultures. 

This semester, there is one UW-Milwaukee student, Caitlin Boyle, who will take classes at 
the Madison campus. Boyle, an architecture doctoral student, drives to Madison once a 
week for a class taught by Andrzejewski. 

"They're all great about letting me tie [the class] back to what I'm used to be exploring," 
Boyle says. "It's really great to get a perspective from people in other disciplines." 

Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures has generated excitement on both faculty and 
administrative levels because it presents a model that could be used for future 
collaborations. 

"It's the first doctoral-level collaborative [effort] that is designed to share both overlapping 
curricular components and to share the experience of faculty in the mentoring and advising
of graduate students," says Jocelyn Milner, director of UW-Madison Academic Planning and 
Analysis. 

Page 2 of 2Madison, Milwaukee UW collaboration offers variety, model for future (Sept. 24, 2008)

9/25/2008http://www.news.wisc.edu/15662
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The department of art history at University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee and Madison offers an international programme
that tries to understand architecture with reference to
people and culture. Anna Vemer Andrzejewski, Co-
cordinator of the programme, speaks to Tirna Ray about its
scope and approach

The Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures (BLC)
companion programme at the University of
Wisconsin (UW) Milwaukee and Madison offers
an interdisciplinary research track that examines
the physical, cultural, and social aspects of the
built environment. The programme serves
students enrolled in the architecture and history
of art doctoral programmes at the two campuses

respectively. 

This is an international programme, says Anna Vemer Andrzejewski, assistant
professor of American Art and co-cordinator, BLC programme, department of
Art History, UWMadison. She adds, “We are looking at students from all
over the world to come here and study. We have a varied research focus
among the core faculty, with strengths in North American architecture, South
Asian building and Central Asian cities. But because we are at a major
research institution, students can learn methods from the BLC faculty and
then take courses in history in other areas.” 

The BLC programme involves faculty members on both campuses with
diverse research and teaching interests, including urban and architectural
history, cultural landscapes, urban and rural vernacular architecture, housing,
and urban and architectural morphology. 

Talking about the programme’s interdisciplinary nature, Andrzejewski explains
that such an approach is necessary because of the different ways that
architecture is engaged with our everyday lives. One can look at it, she feels,
through the lens of geography, history, sociology or art to name a few. “To
really understand people and their relationship to buildings and landscapes
means broadening the questions you ask, and that includes learning from
these fields,” she says. 

The BLC programme encourages the study of architectural, urban, and
suburban cultural landscapes. Scales of analysis vary from the near-
environment to the architectural, urban, regional, and transnational. The core
introductory courses present theories and methods related to the study and
analysis of the ‘built environment’ as material culture within a contemporary
and historical framework. This includes observations on everyday and
ordinary environments and the socio-cultural, political, economic, visual
culture, and aesthetic aspects of these spaces. 

Fieldwork is an important aspect of this programme and a cross-campus
fieldwork school is anticipated in the future. The fieldwork course is of one
semester. A student can complete the doctoral coursework in two years,
followed by a dissertation in the next two or three years. 

On a final note, Andrzejewski says that understanding buildings and
landscapes requires engaging oneself with these buildings and potentially
speaking to their users — past and present. That, she adds, gives one not
only a perspective of the builder but also other people who have used the
building over time. She says, “It invites us into building lives, so we can really
see the meaning the building has had over time.” 
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THE BADGER HERALD 

NEWS 

by Jacquelyn Ryberg 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 

Doctoral students will now have the opportunity to use resources and simultaneously attend classes at 
the Madison and Milwaukee campuses of the University of Wisconsin System, as a result of a new 
“Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures” collaboration between the universities. 

Students obtaining a degree in art history at UW-Madison will have the option to take concentration 
classes in architectural design at UW-Milwaukee, while students from UW-Milwaukee majoring in 
architectural design can take concentration classes in art history at UW-Madison. 

“This is really about sharing resources with other institutions. It is fairly unprecedented,” said Anna 
Andrzejewski, UW assistant professor of art history and co-director of the Buildings-Landscapes-
Cultures program. “We wanted to work collaboratively on our research, but we also wanted to work 
collaboratively in teaching.” 

Students also have the opportunity to take common courses at either university, Andrzejewski added. 
The idea for the collaboration surfaced at a conference in June 2006, and efforts to make it work began 
in April 2007, she said. 

“What is interesting about it, in university time, talking about something seriously in April 2007 and 
having it go through all of the channels within a year — that is pretty quick,” Andrzejewski said. 
“You’re dealing with two campuses and two different approvals.” 

According to Arijit Sen, UW-Milwaukee assistant professor in the Department of Architecture and co-
director of the Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures program, the collaboration is unique because it gives 
students “complete” power over their program of study, broader choices for class and faculty, and 
specifically designates the concentration on transcripts, which is crucial for future job interviews.  

Students deciding to participate in the collaboration will still receive their degree from their home 
institution and will pay the tuition costs from their home institution, even if they are taking classes at the 
partner-school, Sen added.  

“Right now, they are not bothering about [tuition]. Wherever you are (getting your degree), you are 
paying that tuition,” Sen said. “Somehow the universities will not mind. But, it might turn sour if there 
are 500 students going back and forth.” 

Elaine Klein, UW assistant dean for the College of Letters and Sciences, said the program is unique 
because no new resources had to be created. 

“We already had the academic programs, we already had courses and we already had the people who 
could teach those courses,” Klein said. “What we are really trying to do, in an era of constrained 
resources, is to make the most of what we have.” 

The major issues with the program, according to Sen, include the 70-mile commute between the 

Campuses share academic assets to boost learning 

Page 1 of 2The Badger Herald - Campuses share academic assets to boost learning

9/25/2008http://badgerherald.com/news/2008/09/25/campuses_share_acade.php
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universities and the problem with “cohort building.”

Sen said he suggests students stay at the partner university for the semester while taking courses for their
concentration. He also said the collaboration may use online learning tactics in the future. 

According to Klein, other UW System schools use collaboration concentrations, including the 
Department of Library and Information Studies, Nursing and Communicative Disorders.  

“The UW System is trying to promote more inter-institutional cooperation,” Klein said.  

 

Page 2 of 2The Badger Herald - Campuses share academic assets to boost learning

9/25/2008http://badgerherald.com/news/2008/09/25/campuses_share_acade.php
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UW-Milwaukee architecture joins with Madison art history 

By: Melanie Teachout /The Daily Cardinal  - September 25, 2008  
 
The UW System schools joined forces to provide students from two departments with the oppertunity to take classes on a different campus.   
 

UW-Madison and UW-Milwaukee have joined forces to provide graduate students a unique opportunity to take classes at the other university, while staying 
enrolled at and graduating from their own school. 

Graduate students in the doctoral program of art history in Madison and those majoring in architecture in Milwaukee can participate in the collaboration. 

According to university officials, UW-Madison does not currently have a specific architecture school and will therefore allow art history majors to attend 
architecture-based classes at UW-Milwaukee. In exchange, UW-Milwaukee will send students to utilize art history classes offered in the Ph.D. program at UW-
Madison. Students have the option of attending opposite campuses once or more a week or attending an entire semester at the other campus. 

Elaine Klein, assistant dean for UW-Madison’s College of Letters & Science expressed her enthusiasm for the unique partnership. 

“This is something that no other university in the country has,” Klein said. “We have [a] new strength because of this partnership in architectural history.” 

Arijit Sen, UW-Milwaukee assistant professor in the Department of Architecture, said he was impressed by the support relayed by UW-Madison. 

“Without such a huge amount of support from Madison’s upper level of administration we wouldn’t have gotten here so quickly,” Sen said. 

Klein said the campuses are still working out a few of the collaboration’s logistics. 

“There are small things like making sure that classes have the right number of credits to go between the transcripts,” Klein said. “We are in the process of 
making sure that the faculty that are going to be teaching in Milwaukee are given access to grading records of UW-Madison students.” 

Sen said transportation is currently an issue for students attending once-a-week classes between the campuses. 

“Transportation is the only hitch we are working on,” he said. “Scheduling is not a problem, but driving back and forth is a bit of a problem.” 

Students and faculty are excited to have a unique opportunity to share resources. “What makes this program unique is this model that give each campus 
independence,” Sen said. “All we are doing is sharing resources of classes, professors and other resources—we’re not actually sharing a program.” 
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Madison, Milwaukee UW collaboration offers variety, model for future 

Posted: Sep 24, 2008 10:36 AM CDT  

Madison (WKOW) -- from University of Wisconsin:  A new doctoral 
initiative that explores buildings, landscapes and cultures may make 
the distance between Madison and Milwaukee just a little bit smaller, at 
least figuratively speaking. 

  This collaboration between the Ph.D.-level art history program at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison and the School of Architecture at UW-
Milwaukee will allow students from each concentration to take classes 
at the other university. 

  Students have the option of either commuting one or more times a 
week, or residing in the other university for a semester.  

  A summer field school, taught jointly by faculty from both campuses, 
will also be required for participants.  

  This component will get students out of the classroom and onto sites 
where they can research historical buildings around Wisconsin. 

  While Madison does not have a school of architecture, Milwaukee does 
not have a Ph.D. program in art history.  

  The collaboration will offer students exposure to both disciplines to 
provide a more comprehensive study of the physical, cultural and social 

aspects of the built environment. 

  "The two groups of faculty represent a critical mass of expertise that will be great for students 
and will allow all of these faculty to advance their scholarship more effectively," says UW-Madison 
Provost Patrick Farrell. 

  Talk of the collaboration began between faculty on both campuses at an academic conference in 
New York in 2006 and continued in March 2007. 

  "This was initiated as a faculty effort, it was faculty from two institutions actually talking about 
possibilities," says Anna Andrzejewski, UW-Madison assistant professor of art history and co-
director of the "Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures" initiative. 

  Although there were several administrative hurdles to figure out in terms of enrollment and other 
logistics, administration and faculty alike were both enthusiastic about the effort and therefore 
worked quickly to put it into gear. 

  "We had the benefit of everyone saying, 'You know, this is a really good idea,' and we were all 
very impressed and pleased that by just creating this partnership with Milwaukee, these two 
institutions have something that exists nowhere else in the country," says Elaine Klein, UW-
Madison assistant dean in the College of Letters and Science. 

  The collaboration is operating under the infrastructure of the Committee on Institutional 
Cooperation (CIC) Traveling Scholars program, which allows students to take classes in different 
doctoral programs but still earn the degree from the university in which they are enrolled. 

  "This doesn't reduce the purpose of the university or their own degree, it just shares resources. 
That's the way to go in the future," says Arijit Sen, UW-Milwaukee assistant professor in the 
Department of Architecture and co-director of Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures. 

  This semester, there is one UW-Milwaukee student, Caitlin Boyle, who will take classes at the 
Madison campus. Boyle, an architecture doctoral student, drives to Madison once a week for a 
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class taught by Andrzejewski. 

  "They're all great about letting me tie [the class] back to what I'm used to be exploring," Boyle 
says. "It's really great to get a perspective from people in other disciplines." 

  Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures has generated excitement on both faculty and administrative 
levels because it presents a model that could be used for future collaborations. 

  "It's the first doctoral-level collaborative [effort] that is designed to share both overlapping 
curricular components and to share the experience of faculty in the mentoring and advising of 
graduate students," says Jocelyn Milner, director of UW-Madison Academic Planning and Analysis. 
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Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures serves students enrolled in
the architecture and history of art doctoral programs at the UW
Milwaukee and Madison campuses, respectively. It involves
faculty members on both campuses with diverse research and
teaching interests, including housing, urban and architectural
history, cultural landscapes, urban and rural vernacular, and
urban and architectural morphology.

For scholars examining the built environment, the object of
analysis is also a work-site and an epistemological location.
Central to the BLC pedagogy is a critical examination of the
field, as a location, as a classroom, as well as an object of
analysis. Engaging with the field thus takes on multiple forms
in Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures scholarship. This website
identifies two major ways Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures
engage the built field. Fieldwork and research is done in the
field and as a site of empirical knowledge fieldwork is a
primary method used by our scholars. The critical
interpretation of the field as a political site is also central to our
scholarship. The field > is also a classroom and our teaching
engages the field in reflexive ways. The two tabs to the right will
explain how research and pedagogy of Buildings-Landscapes-
Culture engage the field.

Press Releases >

The Milwaukee Declaration outlines the observations and
suggestions offered by an advisory body of scholars who
participated in the first BLC state of the field symposium in
2008.

 

Terms of Use University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee University of Wisconsin - Madison

This website project was funded by a grant from the Architectural Research Centers Consortium (ARCC)

website created by Ryan O'Connor & Design Fugitives 2010 | Milwaukee, WI

9/18/2010 Buildings Landscapes Cultures [BLC]
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The Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures area focuses on the
study of the built environment within a historical framework.
Scholars associated with this area seek to understand the
relationship between built form and culture and they study the
complex relationship between cultural practices, material
culture and human agency. Two major epistemological
frameworks define Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures
scholarship. First is the complex dialectic between the
empirical material environment and social theory. The second
pertains to situating the knowledge of buildings, landscapes
and cultures within shifting social, geographical, and temporal
scales of analysis. The Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures
curriculum is unique because each campus retains its
program independence while sharing resources and
collaborating through courses.

The Milwaukee and Madison programs requirements are
different. at Milwaukee, Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures
students receive a degree in architecture and pursue program
requirements of the doctoral program in Architecture at the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. At Madison, students fulfill
the requirements of the Architectural Option within the doctoral
program in Art History. Milwaukee students matriculate with a
PhD in Architecture while the Madison students receive a PhD
in Art History. Students have a primary advisor at their home
campus. Students enrolled through either campus share
courses, faculty, and educational resources. They are
encouraged to take courses in the sister campus and involve
faculty from the respective campuses in their exam and
dissertation committees. See the Madison and Milwaukee
sections of the Programs, Courses, and People pages to find
out what each campus has to offer. The list of faculty members
who teach courses for the BLC option will grow as the program
develops.

The Ph.D. is a research degree that requires general
proficiency in one’s field, distinctive accomplishment in a
specialized area of expertise, and the conduct of significant
independent research. The Program is appropriate for
persons who wish to pursue research of the built environment
from a multi-disciplinary perspective and who seek careers in
research, consulting, government, and/or teaching in
architecture and related professions. The Program seeks to
maintain a rich and diverse mix of students and thus
encourages applicants with backgrounds in architecture, allied
design fields, humanities or the social sciences. The Program
is open to applicants holding graduate as well as (in rare
cases) undergraduate degrees.

 

 
terms of use University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee University of Wisconsin - Madison
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For scholars at Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures, the field is a primary epistemological site. Field has multiple
references for us.

The act of documenting and analyzing the physical environment brings forth a notion of the field that John Habraken
describes as “built field,” an underlying fabric on which thematic elements and architectural forms are deployed over
time. For the vernacular architecture scholar the field is a work site, and its work protocols are carefully described in
Thomas Carter and Elizabeth Cromley’s textbook Invitation to Vernacular Architecture: A Guide to the Study of
Ordinary. Field in this form involves ways of collecting data and organizing empirical information. The field is what a
laboratory may be for a scientist.

But a field is also a location where students of buildings and landscapes meet users, stakeholders and authors of
that environment. It is here that they confront the many interpretations of the built environment from these individuals
who use and occupy these places. It is during these interactions with the users that we find that the field is also
politically charged. Works of Setha Low and Dolores Hayden show us how the study of the politics of the built
environment can be useful for a public historian (Public History). The built environment offers us ways to engage the
voices and understand the experiences of those whose histories are not written or those who are socially
marginalized, just as well the field serves as a document of social power and identity.

The field is also a part of a larger social, cultural, historical and ecological landscape as William Cronon shows us in
his work. In the scholarship of Cronon and other environmental historians (Environmental Historians) The Center for
Culture History Environment states “that nature, in all its myriad forms, is inextricably bound up with every aspect of
human culture, economy, and politics.” CHE quotes ecologist Aldo Leopold, “Many historical events, hitherto explained
solely in terms of human enterprise, were actually biotic interactions between people and land.”

Anthropologists whose site of research is always the field have written extensively about the field. As Gupta and
Fergusson writes, this idea of the field is a relatively unexamined one. Gupta and Fergusson’s reexamination of the
field emerges from two imperatives. First, because fieldwork differentiates anthropology’s methods from other
disciplines, critically examining the “the field” of anthropology and its relation to “the field” of fieldwork emerges as a
necessary critique for the authors. But the second imperative, a problematic that also engages scholars of Buildings-
Landscapes-Cultures is that of the meaning of “the field” and fieldwork in a globalized, uber-mobile world where
“landscapes of group identity … around the world are no longer familiar anthropological objects, insofar as groups are
not tightly territorialized, spatially bounded historically self-conscious, or culturally homogenous…” (Appadurai, 1991:
191, 196 quoted in Gupta and Fergusson). 

p. 2-5, Gupta, Akhil and Ferguson, James. “Discipline and Practice: ‘The Field’ as Site, Method, and Location in
Anthropology.” Anthropological Locations: Boundaries and Grounds of a Field Science, University of California Press,
1997. 
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Fieldwork is the primary mode of knowledge production and
dissemination in Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures  [See "Kinds
of Fieldwork for BLC"]. Research, teaching and learning in the
program center on fieldwork. Students are encouraged to take
courses with an active fieldwork component and a cross-
campus fieldwork school is offered every summer. In addition
the two campuses offer a variety of alternative field study
opportunities including study abroad, field studio, and service
learning classes. Students enrolled in Buildings-Landscapes-
Cultures pursue their specific interests through classes in a
diverse range of fields. Coursework in BLC includes theories
and methods rooted in architecture and planning, material
culture, art history, political and cultural geography,
environmental history, public history, urban and architectural
history and theory, cultural landscape studies, cultural
anthropology, social history and the humanities.

See the Madison and Milwaukee pages for lists of courses
available to Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures students.

terms of use University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee University of Wisconsin - Madison
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Faculty members affiliated with Buildings-Landscapes-
Cultures specialize in the study of the built environment around
the globe from a variety of disciplinary backgrounds. The faculty
is also committed to using the buildings and landscapes of
the Upper Midwest and the Great Lakes in research and
teaching. Several faculty members are expert scholars on the
upper Midwest region. This region offers tremendous
possibilities for students to pursue original research on
understudied resources.

Our faculty collaborates with many organizations and centers
including the Chipstone Foundation, The Center for 21st
Century Studies, the Vernacular Architecture Forum,the
Society of Architectural Historians, and the Association of
Collegiate Schools of Architecture.

Students are encouraged to work with faculty affiliates in both
campuses. Faculty from the companion campus can serve in
dissertation and exam committees.

Students >

terms of use University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee University of Wisconsin - Madison
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Tom Carter. Professor of Architectural History (retired),
Director, Western Regional Architecture Program, College of
Architecture + Planning, University of Utah.
Trained as a folklorist, Tom Carter teaches American
architectural history, research methods, western vernacular
architecture, historic preservation, and field school in historical
documentation. He directs the Western Regional Architectural
Program. With Bernard Herman, he edited Volumes III and IV
of Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture, co-authored Utah's
Historic Architecture and The Grouse Creek Cultural Survey, and
edited Images of an American Land: Vernacular Studies in the
Western United States. He is finishing a book on early Mormon
architecture entitled "Faith and Good Works: Making the
Mormon Landscape in Utah's Sanpete Valley." A past president
of the VAF, Prof. Carter has recently published (with Elizabeth
Collins Cromley) a valuable introduction to the study of
vernacular architecture, Invitation to Vernacular Architecture.
Professor Carter is also current co-editor of the VAF’s Special
Series of books (with Anna Andrzejewski).

Swati Chattopadhyay, Associate Professor, University of
California, Santa Barbara. 
Prof. Chattopadhyay is an architect and architectural historian
specializing in modern architecture and the cultural landscape
of British colonialism. She is interested in the ties between
colonialism and modernism, and in the spatial aspects of race,
gender, and ethnicity in modern cities that are capable of
enriching post-colonial theory. She is the author of
Representing Calcutta: Modernity, Nationalism, and the Colonial
Uncanny (Routledge, 2005), and co-editor of a special issue of
the PostColonial Studies (Nov 2005) focusing on “the subaltern
and the popular’. Her current work includes two book projects
titled "Unlearning the City" and "Envisioning History."

Alison K. Hoagland, Professor of History and Historic
Preservation (retired), Michigan Tech. 
Alison K. (Kim) Hoagland, an architectural historian, was
previously the senior historian of the Historic American
Buildings Survey of the National Park Service, where she
worked for fifteen years. Prof. Hoagland has published
Buildings of Alaska (1993) and Army Architecture in the West:
Forts Laramie, Bridger, and D.A. Russell, 1849-1912 (2004). She
is currently working on a project on worker housing in the
upper Midwest copper country. She is past president of the
Vernacular Architecture Forum, for which she also co-edited
(with Ken Breisch) two volumes of Perspectives in Vernacular
Architecture.

Margaretta Lovell, Jay D. McEvoy, Jr. Professor of American
Art & Architecture, University of California, Berkeley. 
Margaretta M. Lovell has taught in the History of Art
departments at Stanford, Harvard, Yale, and the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor. She has held the Dittman Chair in
American Studies at the College of William and Mary, and the
Ednah Root Curatorial Chair for American Art at the Fine Arts
Museums of San Francisco. As Curator and Project Manager
she has arranged major international exhibitions on American
and British art at the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, the
Huntington Library, and the National Museum of Western Art
Tokyo. Also director of the American Studies Program, Lovell is
a leading scholar working in American art and material culture
studies. Her most recent book is Art in a Season of Revolution:
The Artist, the Artisan, and the Patron in Early America. Other
publications include A Visitable Past: Views of Venice by American
Artists 1860-1915, and Venice: The American View, 1860-1920.
She is currently working on a book on the American painter Fitz
Hugh Lane.

Carl Lounsbury, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. 
Dr. Lounsbury has been a member of the architectural research
department of the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation since
1982. His books include An Illustrated Glossary of Early Southern
Architecture and Landscape (1994) and The Courthouses of Early
Virginia (2005). He is currently working, with fellow historians
at Colonial Williamsburg, on books about early Chesapeake
architecture and early American churches and meetinghouses,
as well as the “Big Book of Williamsburg”. He is cofounder of
h l f d
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has valuable experience running field-based classes and
working with local (and national) historic preservation
organizations. Ms. Riesenweber’s work links architectural
history and cultural landscape geography with questions of
identity, race, class, and power in 19th century vernacular
material culture.

Richard Schein, Associate Professor of Geography,
University of Kentucky. 
Richard Schein is one of the leaders in the “new critical
geography.” He views the cultural landscape as simultaneously
a material “thing,” or set of “things” as well as a spatial and
visual epistemology, a view that reflects his background and
training in landscape study. His recent book, Landscape and
Race in the United States, has been called the “definitive
volume on racialized landscapes in the United States.” His
work has appeared in Society and Space, Annals, AAG, and in
book chapters in several edited volumes. He is also involved
with the Historic Preservation Program at the University of
Kentucky.

Abigail van Slyck, Dayton Professor of Art History and
Director of Architectural Studies Program, Chair of Art
History Department, Connecticut College. 
Abigail Van Slyck's research focuses on American architecture
of the 19th and 20th centuries, with particular attention to
commonplace building types constructed to house influential
social institutions. She studied summer camps for children,
organizations that have been entrusted with socializing
millions of children since they first appeared on the American
landscape in the late 19th century. Also an expert on the
history of Carnegie libraries, Van Slyck has traveled widely to
advise community and governmental groups on the adaptive
reuse of these historic buildings. Professor Van Slyck also has
a long-standing interest in the history of public libraries as
projects around which Americans debated the relationship
between culture and class, as some of the first workspaces for
middle-class women, and as some of the first public buildings
to devote substantial space to children's use. She has written
two books – Free to All: Carnegie Libraries and American Culture
and A Manufactured Wilderness: Summer Camps and the Making
of American Youth (2008 Winner of the Abbott Lowell Cummings
Prize of the VAF.

Gwendolyn Wright, Professor of Architecture, Planning, and
Preservation, Columbia University. 
Gwendolyn Wright has focused principally on American
architecture and urbanism from the late-nineteenth century to
the present day. She has also written extensively about
transnational exchanges, especially colonial and more recent
neo-colonial aspects of both modernism and historic
preservation. Wright’s books include Building the Dream: A
Social History of Housing in America, Moralism and the Model
Home: Domestic Architecture and Cultural Conflict in Chicago,
1873-1913, and The Politics of Design in French Colonial
Urbanism. Since 2003 Professor Wright has also served as a
host of the popular PBS television series, “History Detectives.”
Professor Wright also holds appointments in Columbia’s
departments of history and art history.
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Students enrolled in the Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures area may choose to take appropriate fieldwork related
classes in order to advance their scholarship and methods. These courses may be located on their campus or in
other universities. Students are required to, in consultation with their committee, craft a program of studies framed by
relevant field-related classes.

The most basic and necessary course is the Summer Field School. Presently this field school is offered from Madison
and is held during the first half of the Summer Session. Milwaukee students interested in taking this course should
contact their advisor for information on the CIC Traveling Scholar Program. There are other field schools offered by
various universities in North America. A list of those schools is here. Students interested in these field schools may
consult their advisor and/or committee for further help.

The second tier of field-related courses involves field study/study abroad courses. In a field study/study abroad course,
fieldwork is a component among other coursework and experiences. This differs from field school, which is
completely dedicated to data collection, analysis, and documentation outside of the classroom environment. A variety
of study abroad opportunities are available at Madison and Milwaukee, as well as through other universities. Students
should confer with their advisors as they decide on the appropriate study abroad courses for their program of studies.

The third tier of field-related courses consists of on-campus courses that have a substantive fieldwork component.
The Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures common course is an example in which real-world case studies are used to
explore, analyze and apply knowledge imparted in the classroom. Studios and classes dealing with archives, case
studies and folklore fall under this category. A list of such courses is available in the Courses Section.
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The Milwaukee Declaration 
 
Future of the Field @ the University of Wisconsin 
Buildings – Landscapes – Cultures (BLC) Companion Program 
Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison and Univ. of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
May 23-24, 2008 (Milwaukee, WI) 
 
The following outlines our understanding of the observations and suggestions offered by the 
advisory body of scholars who participated in the BLC symposium. Participants included invited 
guests, affiliated faculty members, and other members of faculty from both the Univ. of 
Wisconsin-Madison and the Univ. of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. These participants attended the 
two-day symposium sponsored by the Chipstone Foundation to help the program organizers 
shape a mission and vision for the program as well as shape the curriculum. 
 
The advisory group suggested the BLC program define and distinguish itself through a rigorous 
focus on methodology that: 

• includes a range of methods including formal analysis of architecture, fieldwork and 
documentation, archival research, oral history (among others)  

• focuses on multiple forms of literacy such as spatial/architectural, landscape, cultural and 
visual literacy 

• examines the material landscape at multiple scales 
• places importance on the historical, architectural, material and ethnographic methods 
• promotes modes of historical enquiry that links local to the distant, past to the present, 

and scholarly inquiry to community engagement and applications 
• critically engages fundamental assumptions, epistemological foundations and ontological 

positions 
• considers the politics of enquiry and ways of seeing alongside empirical methods of 

collecting data 
• explores economic, real estate, political, and ecological processes that sustain and 

produce our material environment 
• expands the way we define the field and the archive  

 
The advisory group encouraged the BLC faculty to craft pedagogy that 

• explores the local landscapes as sites of learning 
• gives students the skills to explore buildings landscapes and cultures as process 

(production), lived (experiential) and representation  
• engages and enriches studio courses and professional curriculum in an active manner 
• produces metacognition  
• assists cognitive flexibility or the ability to apply knowledge across multiple domains 
• encourages multidisciplinarity and links scholars from different disciplines (rather than 

interdisciplinarity) 
• prepares students and gives them confidence to independently seek out areas of inquiry 

and methods of analysis 
• gives students an ability to identify multiple meanings, frames, and points of views 
• promotes multiple forms of literacy and skills 
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In order to achieve these goals the advisory group recommended the following goals: 
 
Short term Goals 
Aggressively encourage leadership at both institutions (UW-Madison and UW-Milwaukee)  to 
promote doctoral students, faculty, and their work to the University and the larger academic 
community. This can be achieved through a series of objectives and goals listed below: 
 
A. Curriculum 

1. Institute the common course at the earliest possible moment in the curriculum. Streamline 
course requirements to create focus and depth of knowledge in the field and methods 

2. Employ a teaching model that promotes team work and collaborative teaching as much as 
possible (especially with the common course)  

3. Create institutional support for involved faculty to teach the field study course and 
common courses in ways that will ensure their success (funding, load reduction, etc.) 

4. Solicit administration for administrative and project assistant support for the companion 
program, especially in support of the summer field course and outreach activities  

5. Assist faculty with course releases for focused development of curriculum and funding 
for the program in the initial years 

6. Encourage internships and funding opportunities for students and faculty during the 
initial years 

7. Institute necessary language requirements including visual and architectural literacy 
classes 

8. Consider ways by which students can be employable once they graduate, especially 
through teaching skill sets and through promoting internship opportunities 

 
B. Program Building 

1. Produce a program website  
2. Define the goals and character of this program and advertise the program to a wide 

audience as early as possible through brochures and website 
3. Produce extracurricular learning opportunities, via informal groups, learning 

communities, and cohort building exercises 
4. Identify reading lists, glossary of terms and essential skill sets for incoming students  
5. Address the expense and costs of cross campus travel and living that will be incurred by 

students 
 
Long Term Goals 
 

1. Increase student retention by scholarships and assistantships 
2. Increase student and faculty participation in selected conferences 
3. Increase student participation in graduate student conferences and graduate journals (as in 

requirements to publish or perish for students) 
4. Increase departmental support and funding  
5. Produce short day-long conference  
6. Create additional faculty lines and target increased enrollment 
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7. Faculty create a inter-campus center for research 
8. Faculty brings major conferences and funds to sustain program (VAF 2012?) 
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achievements 
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